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What is a research question?



3
For professional discussion and reflection • Illustrative, not exhaustive • Apply alongside 

appropriate organisational risk, evidence and decision-making processes

Topic, problem and question 
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Why the question matters 
Provides direction 
for the studyGives the study direction
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Start with a broad area 
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Identify the research problem 
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Define the scope  



8
For professional discussion and reflection • Illustrative, not exhaustive • Apply alongside 

appropriate organisational risk, evidence and decision-making processes

Choose the main focus
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Select the type of question 
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Define the key concepts 
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Make the question researchable 
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Avoid common problems 
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Improve a weak question 
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The research question test 


